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gokhale, hearing that a fresh march was under contemplation,
sent a long cablegram to Gandhi, saying that such a step would land
Lord Hardinge and himself in an awkward position. He strongly
advised that the march should be given up. Andrews and Pearson,
the emissaries of Gokhale, arrived in South Africa on January 2,
1914. Andrews appealed to Gandhi to give consideration to Gokhale's
feelings, since Gokhale was on his sick-bed. Consideration for him
was never absent from Gandhi's mind, but he said: "How could
we go back upon our pledged word?" The leaders held a conference
and finally reached a decision that the boycott of the commission
must stand at any cost., if more members were not co-opted to it.
Gandhi sent a long cablegram to Gokhale costing £100 with a
request to show it also to Lord Hardinge. Gandhi argued that the
entire struggle had been built upon a foundation of pledges, which
were taken after mature deliberation. He expressed the view that
Gokhale should advise that the pledge of boycott of the commission
should not be broken: "We desire and bespeak the assistance of
elders as well as big men, and are glad when we get it. But whether
or not such assistance is forthcoming, we are humbly of opinion
that pledges must ever be scrupulously kept." He requested Gokhale
to support and bless the satyagrahis "in such observance".
Gokhale did not agree with Gandhi, but their friendship endured.
He wired to Lord Hardinge on the matter. The Viceroy, while
strongly upholding the Indian cause, was at variance with Gandhi
as to the course to pursue. It was Gokhale's task to bring about
agreement. The Viceroy at last sent Sir Benjamin Robertson to
South Africa to plead on behalf of the Indians.
Gokhale's interest and sympathy brought generous help from
India. Among the prominent contributors to the South African
Resistance Fund were the Thakore and the Rani Saheb of Gondal,

